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Parish Pastoral Council
As stewards of St. Edna, the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) acts in an advisory capacity to our
Pastor, prioritizing needs and providing leadership.
At the beginning of the fall session in September, the council was pleased to welcome six new
members: Travis Beeber, Sharon Gaughan, Ajith Joseph, Anne Mura, Jeannie Williams and
Ella Salm.
One of the primary duties of the council is to attend the monthly meetings of our four Commissions
(Worship, Faith Formation, Human Concerns, Parish Life). Their attendance provides a two-way
collaboration and communication between the commissions and the PPC.
Our members regularly attended the commission meetings. They provided feedback and updates
from the PPC to the commissions. Likewise, they conveyed updates and issues from the
commissions to the PPC.
During the year, the PPC read the book, Divine Renovation (by Fr. James Mallon), along with the
St. Edna staff and commissions. The book focuses on leadership practices for rejuvenating a
parish. There were lively discussions each month on the chapters read. This was part of the Renew
my Church process currently in place within the Archdiocese of Chicago.
During the year, the PPC also provided information to and received feedback from Archbishop
Cupich by attending the bi-monthly Deanery meetings.
One of the final activities this year for the Parish Pastoral Council was our participation in the
May 19th SECT Dinner, at which our members helped to set up and serve a hot dinner to individuals
in our community.
PPC members also attended the Alpha program held over the summer at St. Edna. The Alpha
program is an informative series for people who be interested in learning or renewing the basics of
Christianity through the course. St. Edna will be planning to use this program in the future.
Concluding their service to the PPC at the end of June were: Sean DeGrazia, Marie Schalke,
Denise Swanson, Ann Marie Thomas, Theresa Watkins and Daryn Waite. We are very grateful for
the service these members provided to the council and wish them the very best.
We are blessed to represent the entire community of St. Edna whose vision “desires to live as a
reflection of who Christ calls us to be by welcoming all in Charity, Justice and Hope.” We look
forward to helping guide St. Edna in the future.
Respectfully submitted by:
Steve Jabek / Kathie Galvani
Pastoral Council Co-Chairs

St. Edna 2019 Annual Report

Page 1 of 14

Annual Report—Part 2 of 7
July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

Parish Life Commission
Page 1 of 2

Parish Life Commission fosters a sense of parish unity
by organizing and welcoming all to community-building events.
What an exciting year for the members of the Parish Life Commission. We had the
opportunity of helping with the Dedication Ceremony for the new Parish
Center building, Fr. Darrio’s Installation Mass, the 50 Year Anniversary of
Ordination Mass Celebration for our very own Fr. Bob Heidenreich and
Fr. John Canary, to name a few. We were so honored to be a part of these
exciting events. Some other ministries under Parish Life that are not listed below,
include: Bingo, Sunday Night Mixed Bowling League, Christian Family Movement,
Sharing Coffee, St. Edna Craft Fair, and Welcoming. Please check out these
various ministries at: http://www.stedna.org/parishLife/commissionOverview.
Afternoon Bowling League. The Wednesday Afternoon Mixed Bowling League (W.A.M.L.) finished their
2018-2019 season the end of April, with an Awards Banquet at the Longhorn Steakhouse. Nineteen bowlers were
in attendance. It was a great year with a total of eight teams and 22 regular members. Submitted by Ann Berry.
Women of St. Edna (W.O.S.E.). In September we kicked off the year with a fun social
gathering with a mixer game and refreshments for current and new members. Several
members attended the ACCW fall breakfast. October was our Bunco Event which is always
well attended. We skipped our Advent Event in lieu of the all church one. We did sponsor a
young woman from St. Edna for the "Golden Rose" award along with her family. February
was our Bake Sale fundraiser. In April we held a Day of Reflection for anyone to attend. In
May we held our Spring Dinner Event and installation of New Board Members. A plaque
was donated and hung in the Narthex with the names of the “Golden Rose” winners along
with a painting of a golden rose done by one of the recipients. As always, all
proceeds from our fundraisers were donated to many ministries. Submitted by Tina Martino.
Gardening for God. This year saw current members stepping up to work plots until new volunteers can be found
to fill spaces. We had 43 volunteers serving 32 plots. While our volunteer numbers continue to decline our plots
do not. They have serious potential to grow! We are doing the best we can with what we have. GFG has been
supporting SECT for the last 4 years. We were able to improve our “water delivery” need to the East side parking
lot plots, thanks to the people (Mike Maloney) on the new building commission providing the hose conduit we
requested. It works well. Though the GFG season concludes with Thanksgiving when all garden plots need to be
cleaned up for winter, we will continue to decorate the 4 planter plots under the portico for Christmas and the planter
boxes for Easter, weather permitting. Submitted by Gene Koral.
Snack Theatre. Another fabulous year from your friends at Snack Theatre. We were back with our first show in the new
Parish Center "#blessed" featuring songs of joy, love, gratitude and inspiration. This was our ELEVENTH show
with Snack Theatre - 11 years of memories, laughter, song & dance, and a lot of love. We had 35 cast members
this year, ranging in age from early 20s to folks in their 70s and performed over 30 musical numbers to over 950
people. Many thanks to our production team that worked on this production for over eight months and thanks to all the
volunteers who helped make this show another rousing success. Submitted by Jenni Falk.
The Photographer Ministry is headed up by our very own Frank Starshak and Rob Unger. Together they try to cover all
the St. Edna (and sometimes Knights of Columbus, if on St Edna campus) events. They edit all the photos, deleting the
poor or duplicate shots themselves and have been doing so for a very long time. Their services are invaluable to the
St. Edna community. If you are in need of their services, please contact Laura Kniskern at the Parish Office. The office
informs and directs them as to what is needed. The requests are then prioritized and off they go. St. Edna archives all of
their work. If you see Frank or Rob, be sure to smile and say cheese!!
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The Knights of Columbus. For the period ended June 30, 2019, members of Holy Rosary Council have donated
$26,291.54 to local charitable organizations. The amount of $12,804.84 was donated to organizations as the
result of the annual drive for those with Intellectual Disabilities. Organizations such as (not a complete list)
Mundelein Seminary, Catholic Charities, Little Sisters of the Poor, local Parishes, Misericordia, Help USA Troops,
and Illinois Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc., received $7,086.80. Our annual Fish Fry resulted in $3,850.00 donated
to the Youth Ministries of St. Edna, St. James, St. Colette, Our Lady of the Wayside, Special Olympics Illinois and Boy
Scout Troop 468. Respect Life organizations received $1,750.00. Salute, Inc. received $500.00 and a local Seminarian
received $500.00. For more Information about the Knights or to join us contact Michael McNicholas, Parish
Representative at (847) 632-1903.
DID YOU KNOW that the Knights are AGAIN defending the Pledge of Allegiance, "One Nation under God....," as
organizations want this stricken from the “Pledge.” It was the Knights that had those words added to the Pledge of
Allegiance. Submitted by Michael McNicholas.
St. Edna Men’s Golf League. The St. Edna Men’s Golf League members played 5 outings this year at Cary Country
Club (CCC). We increased our membership to 28 golfers and we had a great time at CCC. The course was very
accommodating and gave us an early tee time each month. The weather was nice and warm for 4 of the 5 outings with
May’s outing being cold and windy requiring several layers of clothing. We will be holding the annual golf banquet for
members and their spouses/significant others on October 12th at CCC. We have been golfing at CCC for more than 25
years and we will play there again next year. The course is challenging and the greens can be very difficult depending
on the pin placement. I am very proud to serve as the leader of this ministry. Submitted by Larry Moser.
Trivia Night. Once again Trivia Night was a huge success and so much fun. Everyone
got into the spirit of the game. We had over 10 tables with over 50 participants. Most of
the tables were themed and the winning theme got a prize. Our Commission/Council
raffle baskets were a big hit as always. So much work and thought go into these raffle
baskets. We can’t thank our donors enough for all they do! Look for us again next year on
February 8, 2020.

Pancake Breakfast. The pancake breakfast team is excited to be utilizing our new
space this year. While we saw a decrease in the number of hungry parishioners from 2017
into 2018, we’re hopeful for a much larger turnout in 2019. The pancake breakfast team is
always looking for more volunteers to help sell tickets, work in the kitchen or various other
functions. With the new space this year, we will for sure have some new opportunities
ahead of us. We look forward to seeing a great turnout this year. Remember, there are fun
activities and raffle prizes for the young and young at heart. For anyone looking to
volunteer their time, please contact the parish office.
Submitted by Dena and Jason Gawaluch.
We hope we shed some light on who and what the Parish Life Commission is all about. We are always
looking for ideas and new members. If you are interested in joining Parish Life Commission, or volunteering for Parish
Life events, please contact Kathy Romza at rom191@comcast.net or Sue Jackson at djacks1614@comcast.net, or you
can check us out on the Parish website at www.stedna.org under the Parish Life tab.

Respectfully submitted by:
Kathy Romza
Sue Jackson
Co-Chairs of the Parish Life Commission
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Faith Formation Commission fosters the life-long growth, of all, in the Catholic Faith.
Adult Faith Formation (submitted by Lorie Crepeau)
Bible Study Groups met throughout the year in four-week to six-week segments. Our groups consist of an average
of 90 participants. This past year the groups studied the Book of Kings and the Book of Revelation. We offered morning
and evening sessions.
The Pivot Players was a two week series offered in March (2019). This video series, by Bishop Barron,
illuminated a handful of saints, artists, mystics, and scholars who not only shaped the life of the Church but
changed the course of civilization. This series highlighted the lives of St. Augustine and St. Benedict.
80 participants attended the sessions offered on Monday/Wednesday evenings and Friday mornings.
Advent Retreat: The Wild Goose by Fr. Dave Pivonka. Participants were invited into a
more profound life-giving relationship with the Holy Spirit.45 participants entered a journey into
the heart of God and discovered how to let the Holy Spirit into their lives.
Transformations met weekly on Tuesday mornings, after the 8:00 Mass, to study and
discuss the upcoming Sunday readings.
Adult Confirmation Program: 48 adults attended the Vicariate Adult Confirmation program hosted at St. Edna’s.
This program consisted of eight evenings which included guest speakers and table discussion. The Sacrament of
Confirmation was celebrated by Bishop Rojas.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is an opportunity for those who are interested in becoming members
of the Catholic Church or need to receive Eucharist and Confirmation. We had 1 Catechumen for reception into Full
Communion on Holy Saturday.
Baptismal Preparation provides formation for the Sacrament of Baptism to parents of infants to be baptized, as
well as godparents. Twelve sessions were held this past year, and over 100 new parents and prospective godparents
attended.
SPRED (Special Religious Education for the Developmentally Disabled) is a monthly
religious education program for children with developmental disabilities. Currently we have 7 “friends” and 7
catechists.
August, 2018—Kathie Galvani and Cynthia Jochum attended Summer Enrichment (Catechesis, Sacrament
and Liturgy)
September 15, 2018---Linda Hoskins (chairperson) to St. Francis de Sales for 2-1 Training.
October, November, December—did not meet in total community due to construction of Parish Center.
January 4-6, 2019---Peggy Downing attended Reflection Weekend at St. Benedict Abbey.
February 2, 2019---Family Movie “Sing”/Pizza Day---17 people attended, including friends, catechists and Fr. Darrio.
May 21, 2019---hosted annual Spring Planning Mtg. for Vicariate 1, Deaneries D/E/F.
June 2, 2019---SPRED Mass and reception (no sacraments received).
June 15, 2019---Animation Workshop (summer enrichment) presented by Julia Hess. Micki Naylor, Peggy Downing and
Linda Hoskins were in attendance.
June 19, 2019 SPRED Enrichment at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Glenview, IL, attended.

Religious Education Report (submitted by Heather Daudelin)
Religious Education Summer

Intensive

had 127 students

in attendance.
Fall Religious Education has 94 students in attendance.

Forty Six (46) students received their First Reconciliation
and Eucharist.
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We had four (4) Family Events, with about 180 people in attendance at each one. Some of
the activities we did was school supply donations, a collection of toys for Catholic Charities
along with a nativity presentation, and a Holy Week adventure.
Vacation Bible School (VBS) took place at St. Mary in Buffalo Grove. We had about
131 participants and 71 volunteers. The theme was ROAR, LIFE IS WILD - GOD IS GOOD.

Youth Ministry (submitted by Nancy Holpuch)

Our Youth Ministry has had a spectacular year! We usually don’t like to brag, but this year’s
Annual Report is just the place to tell you about some of the many things that have happened,
with and for, the young people of St. Edna Parish.

We continue to have our weekly drop-ins. OMT, the Options Ministry
Team, is for middle school students and meets on Wednesdays
at 4:30 PM. PMT, Peer Ministry Team, for high school students,
meets on Thursdays at 7 PM. Most weeks we have 25-30 young
people who take advantage of these chances to gather, pray, and
spend time with other St. Edna youth. Some of the events we have
include our Friendsgiving dinners, and helping at the Knights of
Columbus Fish Fry. We went to Feed My Starving Children and
Fr. Darrio helped us pack Manna Packages. And, we took full
advantage of enjoying our new spaces within the Parish Center.
Our College Ministry Team, CMT, continued in its second year. On average, we had 15 young adults each week for
faith sharing and lively conversations. This group will start up again when they return home from school in May of 2020.
Confirmation classes started August 2018. We continue to be the only local
Parish who celebrate Confirmation in high school. The enrollment in our Confirmation
classes is 48 eighth graders, 60 freshman, and 65 sophomores were Confirmed by
Bishop Bartosic in November. Thank you to the
many catechists who make this possible.
Kairos 15 was February 2019. We had our
largest group ever with 45 people. Our Leadership
team of this pay-it-forward retreat consisted of 16 seniors who were the small group
leaders and who also shared their witness talks with the retreatants. Kairos 16,
January 2020, will be led by those who attended as retreatants in 2019.
Our presentation of the Living Stations for the Parish. It was told from the point of view of the
two women, Mary and Joanna, were portrayed by Kate Baumeister and Megan Snow.
Sam Pauwels was Jesus for this prayerful production.
June 2019 was also the month that the youth of our Parish participated in our 21st year
of the weeklong Summer Mission
Trip with Catholic Heart Work
Camp. We had a huge group of 52
people at the camp in the Indianapolis area the week of June
17th.
Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support
for this vibrant ministry!

Respectfully submitted by:
Heather Daudelin
Faith Formation Commission
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Human Concerns Commission will witness, support, and promote efforts in all areas of
Ministry of Care and Social Outreach to further Christ’s mission to serve one another .
The Human Concerns Commission continues to serve a variety of individual and community needs by offering
opportunities to serve and participate in a wide range of ministries encompassing Social Outreach and Ministries of
Care.
St. Edna Outreach caters to the working poor within St. Edna Parish boundaries, as well as the homeless in our
area. Some are members at the PADs site in Palatine, some live in their cars or wherever they can find some shelter, as
well as those who are able to find an affordable apartment. Through the generosity of the parishioners of St. Edna, we
are able to provide these people with food from our pantry and or monetary gifts which will enable them to pay utility bills
or rent, sometimes needed because of an illness in the family or unexpected emergency, loss of job etc. The group of
dedicated Outreach Ministers serve clients 4 days a week and, do all in their power to assist in any way they can. The
funds donated by our Parishioners is the only way we can help these people through their most desperate times. We are
hopeful that through increased awareness of the value that Outreach plays in helping reshape the lives of those right
here in our area, and that through your outgoing support, our clients will continue to receive the help they need to assist
them provide for themselves and their families.
From July 2018 - June of 2019, 1737 clients came to us for assistance, of those 808 were
experiencing homelessness.
Food (food certificates, pantry) ·················································································· $ 45,786
Transportation (Ventra passes, Speedway Gas cards) ···················································· $ 8,856
Rent, Utilities Other ································································································· $ 27,223
Special donations to Catholic Charities to assist the Prospect Heights condo fire victims ······· $ 6,600
All of this is made possible through the donations, made by you. On behalf of the entire Outreach Ministry, thank you for
your continued support.
The Thanksgiving Baskets and Gift of Love ministries continued to serve the needy of our Parish as well as our Sharing
Parish, St. James on Wabash. Gift of Love served 100 families last year, providing non-perishable food, food gift cards
and presents. We provided Thanksgiving baskets for 38 local needy families.
Thanks to the continued generosity of our parishioners, the Share Your Gift (Card)s Ministry continues to thrive. Gift
cards totaling $7,825 were distributed to Faith Community Homes, St. Edna Outreach Ministry, St. James on
Wabash and St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly. Your generosity helped these organizations to provide assistance
throughout the year. Look for the Christmas trees in the narthex during November for your opportunity to donate again
this Christmas season!
The Domestic Abuse Awareness ministry was formed in 2016. Its mission is to provide awareness about the issues
related to domestic abuse, and to offer information about available resources. We are currently looking to expand the
membership of this ministry.
If you are interested in learning more, please contact Diane Yannotta or
Phil Blomeke.
The Prison Ministry team works behind the scenes to provide for the needs of the incarcerated. Each year, our team is
in contact with the Chaplains at the Correctional Centers to identify the needs for the incarcerated. We then assess
what our team can provide and begin our campaigning for the needs.
In 2018-19, we have identified and provided Toiletries, Bibles (in English, Spanish and Large Print), Study Bibles,
Calendars, Religious Books and Materials, Christmas Cards, All Occasion Greeting Cards, Ziplock Bags and baked
Cookies for eleven of the Illinois Correctional Centers throughout the state.
Locally, our services include helping Women's Residential Services and the Warrenville Youth Center. These two
facilities are in need of some basic living essentials. The Women of Lake County in Vernon Hills has sixteen
women over a six week period being given treatment instead of a jail sentence for rehab. It is here, that we are able to
provide these women with toiletries, personal products, school supplies, clothing, swimsuits, bed sheets, art
supplies, hangers and more basic needs for daily life. The Youth Center loves to provide the teens with games, puzzles,
cards, art supplies, chapstick and snacks for encouragement through their time in the facility.
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The many donations from St. Edna have allowed our team to encourage those that are in need of God's love and tender
care.
Development Assistance Ministry (DAM) of St Edna continues to partner with the Spring of Life (SOL)
affiliate of Habitat for Humanity Northern Fox Valley. Habitat’s vision is to put God’s love into action by creating a world
where everyone has a decent place to live.
SOL just finished its 16th house, located in Elgin. The house, which was abandoned and a bank foreclosure, was
completely gutted and rebuilt. We expect to start the next house located several blocks away soon.
SOL works two days a week. Wednesdays are comprised of the “hardcore” experienced regulars while Saturdays
feature volunteers from the partner churches. Partner churches are scheduled on a rotating basis, and each
receives a work opportunity about every seven weeks or more often depending upon the work that needs to done
determined by the experienced foreman. Lunch is provided by one of churches on Saturdays.
The Knit and Crochet ministry meets every week to make prayer shawls, lap robes, scarves, hats, and baby
blankets. Prayer shawls are given to individuals in the hospital, nursing homes, the sick, and the homebound. Lap robes
are given to individuals in nursing homes. Scarves and hats are included in the “Gift of Love” packages and are also
given to local families in need. Baby blankets stay in the parish and are given to those being baptized at
St. Edna. Water filter covers are given to third world countries, and Project Linus is a national organization that gives
blankets to children and their siblings in various children’s hospitals. The group has completed 56 prayers shawls,
29 Project Linus blankets, 50 baby blankets, 15 chemo hats, 10 lap robes, 244 special project water filter covers and
63 other odds and ends. That makes a total of 457 items made and donated for the year. Yarn
donations are always welcome. Thank you.
The St. Edna Community Table is now in its sixth year of providing hot meals and fellowship to the hungry. This year
with the help of many other St. Edna ministries, as well as individual volunteers, who sponsor our dinners, we were able
to provide dinners on the first and third Sundays from May through September when PADS sites are closed. At each
dinner we were able to serve between 47 and 83 people. It has been a rewarding ministry to all involved.
Respect Life Ministry has continued to sponsor many rich opportunities to support a culture of life through
education, public policy, pastoral care, prayer, and fund raising through annual Baby Bottle Collections support for the
Women’s Center of Chicago, Daily Herald Ad for Life, Expectant Parent Blessing and the March for Life
Chicago, January 11, 2020. Our gratitude to the Knights of Columbus Holy Rosary Council, the Women of St. Edna and
all families for their support in our efforts for LIFE.
Please view our website for more information: www.stedna.org/respectlife
St. Edna Ministers of Care bring prayers, Communion, and fellowship to parishioners who are homebound, in
nursing facilities or at Northwest Community Hospital. A new opportunity opened this year at Waverly Place, a memory
care facility in our area. Weekly Communion services are offered, and soon we will pray the Rosary with residents.
Training for new Ministers of Care is offered periodically at various sites, usually in the fall and spring. The online
ministries of Angel Network and Ministry of Praise continued to provide additional opportunities for our parishioners to
offer prayer support for individuals and for the intentions of the Church.
We have a dedicated group of Care Ministers who serve as Bereavement Ministers. Through meeting with family
members and helping to plan the funeral liturgy here at St. Edna, they help provide continuity during a difficult time, and
bring the compassion and love of the community to the family. The funeral sacristans are a very important part of this
ministry, as they attend the details of the liturgy.
Special thanks to all of the volunteers and parishioners who participate in, and support the many ministries
within Human Concerns. Through your dedication and hard work, we can truly witness, support, and promote
efforts in social outreach and care ministry, and further Christ’s mission to serve one another.

Respectfully submitted by:
Diane Yannotta and Phil Blomeke
Co-chairs - Human Concerns Commission
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Worship Commission Mission:
· Ensure that the fullness of parish life is reflected and celebrated throughout our liturgies
· Cultivate leaders and vocations
· Communicate plan with ministries, commissions, and parish at large
Worship Commission cultivates the liturgical life of
the parish by fostering the full, active, and conscious
participation of the community. The Worship
Commission of St. Edna is comprised of staff
members, leaders from liturgical ministries, members
of the Parish Pastoral Council, and liaisons from
other commissions. Members of the commission are
a part of the community who have a working
understanding of how the liturgical ministries interact.
All members have a desire to affirm the strength of
our existing ministries and identify opportunities for
improvement and development. Our ministries would
like to share with you highlights from our past year.
Altar Servers:
The youth of our community assist the presider and deacon at the table during our liturgical celebrations. This
ministry recruits and trains altar servers for weekly Masses, weddings and funerals with the goal for our youth
to begin in a ministry as grade schoolers and transition to other ministries after confirmation. These ministries
include Lector, EM, Choir, or Usher. In the fall each year, there is an Altar Server Pizza Party to encourage
the members to meet and socialize with other families in the Altar Server community. In addition to
participating in the weekly Mass, the altar server ministry aims to build a community connection by
participating in service opportunities such as Feed My Starving Children. Currently there are 40 servers
including ten new altar servers who were trained in 2018-19 by coordinator Mary Salm. Deacon Joe Yannotta
was appointed the staff liaison for this ministry.
Art & Environment:
The goal of the Art and Environment Ministry is to add beauty and grace to our liturgical environment that is
welcoming and prayerful. Christmas and Easter donations help fund this ministry. Thank you to the Holy
Waterers who keep the plants healthy and the Holy Dusters who help with the cleaning of Church.. We are
currently looking for leadership of this ministry.
Eucharistic Ministers:
The Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, or EM's, help the gathered community become closer to
Christ and each other by assisting with the distribution of the Body and Precious Blood of Christ at weekend,
weekday liturgies and/or at weekday Communion Services. All of these ministers have felt God’s call to serve
the Church as an extraordinary minister of Holy Communion.
During this past year, 23 adults and 2 teens decided to answer the call to be a part of this ministry. The new
ministers go through a training that goes over the significance and meaning of the various parts of the Mass
and the Eucharistic banquet. They also are trained on the proper procedures of being an EM at St. Edna. Last
October, there was an evening of reflection for all Liturgical Ministers, presented by Monsignor John Canary.
If interested in becoming an EM, please contact the office and Camille Murray, the ministry coordinator will
contact you.
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Greeters:
Our 30 greeters are at the doors to welcome everyone as they come to St. Edna. They are the first person
whom worshipers meet when they arrive at church. Their warm welcome is an aid to entering into the Spirit of
Celebration at Mass. We are currently looking for leadership of this ministry.
Lectors:
Our lectors proclaim the word of God when the community gathers for worship. Fifty-three members of the
St. Edna community serve as lectors. We are fortunate to have lectors representing a wide range of ages
from teens to our more senior parishioners. Typically, our lectors have the opportunity to proclaim the Word of
God two to four times each quarter of the year. This year we have been blessed with four new lectors joining
our ministry. Marie Schalke serves as coordinator for these ministers.

Liturgy of the Word for Children:
Under the coordination of Moira Burdi, this ministry provides children with a “child’s eye view” of the
Sunday readings and often includes props, songs, and skits to help the children understand God’s
Word. We currently have ten ministers serving as homilists/assistants and six ministers serving as
cantors. We are still actively reaching out to parents and community members to serve in this
ministry. Typically we minister to 20-40 children at the 9:30am Mass 2-3 times a month.
Musicians:
Music is a powerful form of communication, especially
when it finds its voice in a community of believers. For
leaders of pastoral music there can be no greater
sound or art form. We believe that voice resounds here
at St. Edna. The gifts and preparation of the ministers
are divided into three groups – Children, High School/
Young Adult (SNL), and Adult. Through this arrangement, we hope to provide a process to discern gifts, as
well as catechize and prepare ministers. This year we
have over 20 participants in the Children’s Choir.
Sunday Night Liturgy (SNL) continues to be an
energetic ensemble. It is presently in the rebuilding
stage due to the graduation of its members over the past few years.
The Music Ministry has served the community’s outreach by contributing hands, feet, and goodwill to
St. Edna’s Community Table. We hope to continue the tradition of welcoming all people to St. Edna and
providing for all who come to our community a consistent and vibrant experience of musical liturgy. We
continue to be blessed with new ministers of all ages and we give thanks to the wonderful folks that currently
serve St. Edna so generously. The coordinators of the Music Ministry are Gary Daigle (Director of Music
Ministry and Sunday Night Liturgy) and Allison Blomeke (Children’s Choir).
Sacristans:
These ministers set everything up so that Mass can run smoothly. They prepare the altar vessels and
Eucharistic elements for the liturgical celebration and ensure that the scheduled ministers are present for their
roles relating to the Liturgy. They provide assistance to the priest and deacons as well as guidance for the
altar servers during the liturgy. Sacristans are also present for weddings and funerals. The current
coordinators are Anne Mura and Peg Connolly.
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Ushers:
Our ministry’s purpose is to serve the gathered assembly by providing a safe, orderly, and hospitable
environment in a manner that reflects the warmth and welcome of Christ himself. Our ministry includes 30
members who minister at the Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses, as well as several youth
volunteers who minister at the Sunday evening Masses. Our ministry is open to new membership. Our
emphasis has been on trying to attract a broader cross section of our community. A significant aspect of our
mission is to be vigilant and attentive to the needs of each individual including providing a safe environment
for all our priests, ministers, and parishioners. Our ministry continues to make a special effort to invite
everyone into the Worship area. Along with the other ministries we continue to strive to improve the overall
liturgical experience for all, and to serve the needs of our assembly. Phil Bares continues to serve as an
experienced coordinator for these ministers.
Training for each of the worship ministries is offered year-round. If you feel a calling to join one or more of
these ministries please call the parish office to leave your contact information. The coordinator will reach out
to you with further details.
Events
Gary Daigle was awarded the Pastoral Musician of the Year Award from the National Association of Pastoral
Musicians.
Books were made available for families to use to discuss the Sunday readings with their children.
On February 2nd, David Haas gave a concert for the parishioners. David was here to do a leadership day for
the parish staff, councils and commissions.
On February 29th, the Rite of Sending for communion ministers to the sick was begun at all Sunday liturgies.
On October 6, we celebrated our annual Pet Blessing. Dozens of families brought their pets out for this
special day which commemorates the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4.
On October 17, Monsignor John Canary was the guest speaker at our annual Evening of Reflection for all
Liturgical Ministers, Catechists, parishioners and guests. Monsignor Canary’s talk was on “The Importance of
Prayer in the Writings of St. Theresa of Avila”. The evening was attended by approximately 75 people.
Articles were written for Advent and Christmas to give parishioners a history of the customs and symbols
associated with these liturgical seasons.
We would like to thank the over 300 worship ministry volunteers for their commitment to serve the people of
St. Edna.
Our community and liturgies are a reflection of the spirit and love you share every day.

Respectfully submitted by:
Marie Schalke and Gary Daigle
Co-chairs - Worship Commission
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Finance Council Mission:
The Finance Council stewards the assets of the parish and, as a consultative
body, advises the Pastor on the appropriate allocation of funds.
Summary
We are happy to report that our parish remained in the black again this fiscal year.
Revenue
Total revenue of $1,514,001 includes Sunday and Holy Day Collections of $1,143,538,
the Christmas Collection of $98,117, the Easter Collection of $86,996, and $185,350 from
all other sources.
Revenue was below budget by $7,876 for the year.
Revenue was below last year by $80,323 or 5%.
Expenses
Total expenses of $1,406,738 were under budget by $110,555 or 7%.
Compared to the prior year, expenses were down by $24,444 or 2%.
Expenses were down due to cost cutting and expense controls in all areas.
Net Ordinary Income
Net Ordinary Income from Parish Operations was $107,263 for the fiscal year.
This was well above the budget but below last year.
Capital Collections
Capital collections total for the year was $105,020.
Capital expenditures were $4,131,922.
We welcome any questions you might have regarding our Annual Report.
We can be reached at finance@stedna.org.
Respectfully submitted by:
The Finance Council
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Another great year at St. Edna’s. Thanks for all your support. I am so very grateful.
Even though we’re down to only one full-time priest and only TWO Deacon couples (with Fr. Rodolfo
Ramirez’s transfer and with the move to Arkansas of Deacon Greg Beeber and his wife, Debbie) we are
still going strong----thanks to our fine Parish Staff and a whole lot of volunteers who have stepped up to
fill the voids and are all doing an EXCELLENT job.
Our new Parish Center is finally completed and is looking great. As envisioned and as designed, this
newest building on our campus greatly enhances our ability to serve our parishioners and the larger
community that visits us. Cardinal Cupich blessed and dedicated the Parish Center in March and I‘m
pleased to report that you -- our good and generous parishioners -- have almost completely paid off the
new building. What a tribute to your generosity, spirit and vision for a bright future!
Thank you for your outstanding stewardship of Time, Talent and Treasure---all of which allow our
sixty-plus active parish ministries and organizations to build the Kingdom of God here on earth.
St. Edna Parish serves people well----our own parishioners, our many visitors and the homeless and
destitute that we so gladly assist. Please see the “Stewardship, Sharing and Outreach” report on the
facing page.
We, as Catholics, have so much to be proud of, not only our local St. Edna Faith Community, but
the worldwide Catholic Church that we belong to --- which is, as my Seminary classmate, Bishop Robert
Barron writes:
“One of the few remaining institutions that will speak to your children of God; the Mystical Body of
Christ Jesus, our Savior (the word Savior derived from the Latin term salus, meaning health)
which salves and heals a broken world; the place that gives us the sacraments
necessary for the health of our souls, especially the EUCHARIST, which is the SINGLE MOST
IMPORTANT REASON for staying faithful to the Church, despite the shortcomings of its leaders”.
Thank you, everyone, for belonging to St. Edna Roman Catholic Church! We are part of something
HUGE, an institution that embodies the LIFE OF GOD. I am so happy to be your pastor as we live and
work and pray and serve together, celebrating and experiencing and sharing GOD’S DIVINE LOVE.
As the cover of our weekly parish bulletin reminds us “We Are Blessed”. Thank you, again!

Fr. Darrio Boscutti, Pastor

Parish Data, July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019
78
49
70
23
90

Baptisms
First Communions
Confirmations
Weddings
Funerals
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1,730
51
2,873
471
235

Average weekend Mass attendance
New Families registered
Registered Households (8,649 Individuals)
Average weekly envelopes received
Families donating electronically
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STEWARDSHIP, SHARING and OUTREACH
for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 thru June 30, 2019

The world in which we live offers an abundance of opportunities to put our faith into action.
Over the 12 months of FY2019, the People of St. Edna have so generously shared their blessings.
We give thanks to God for this overwhelming response to His call
to serve the needs of the less fortunate and marginalized.

OUR SHARING PARISH
St. James, on Wabash in Chicago
St. James Food Pantry (estimated value)
SOCIAL OUTREACH
Food: certificates, thanksgiving Baskets, estimated value food pantry
Rent, Utilities & Medical
Transportation
Special donation to Catholic Charities to assist Prospect Heights fire victims
Prison Ministry (estimated value gift items, plus cash donations)
St. Edna Community Table dinners
Christmas Outreach: over 100 families served through Gift of Love
Share Your Gift Card ministry
SPECIAL CAUSES/ COLLECTIONS/ ALMS
St. Edna Outreach Ministry (includes Lenten Alms)
Holy Land (Good Friday); Latin America (Jan.); Universal Church (Mar.)
Annual Catholic Appeal (Feb.) – pledged
Catholic Charities Mothers Day Appeal (May)
Baby Bottle Campaign / Women’s Center (May)
Peter’s Pence (June)
Retirement Fund for Priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago (June)
Summer Mission Co-op Appeal (Aug.)
Seminaries (Sept.)
Propagation of the Faith/World Mission (Oct.)
Campaign for Human Development (Nov.)
Religious Retirement Fund (Dec.)
Agencies: AIDS Pastoral Care Network, Catholic Relief Services,
CEDA Northwest, Franciscan Workers, Habitat for Humanity,
Home of the Sparrow, Journeys, Little City Foundation,
Little Sisters of the Poor, Maryville, Mercy Home,
Night Ministry, NW Regional Catholic Charities, SALUTE

$ 60,893
$ 21,000
$ 81,983
$ 45,786
$ 27,223
$ 8,856
$ 6,600
$ 8,000
$ 2,750
$ 30,000
$ 7,825
$137,040
$ 46,278
$ 11,648
$113,699
$ 10,606
$ 6,422
$ 8,563
$ 8,701
$
120
$ 6,615
$ 4,057
$ 7,812
$ 11,356

$ 10,830
$246,707

Total to the Less Fortunate & Marginalized

$465,730

St. Edna 2019 Annual Report

Page 14 of 14

